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River of Hope is 
the theme of the 
C h u r c h w i d e 
Gathering that sets 
the tone for the 
next three years in 

PW.   We are invited to 
approach our efforts in PW 
with an attitude of hope and 
expectation – for we are being 
led by a compassionate, loving 
Lord. We shall be “diving 
deeper” for a c learer 
understanding of the Church as 
the Household of God as we 
study 1, 2 Peter, 1, 2, 3 John 
and Jude.   

     By looking at how early 
Christians related to their 
neighbors in the larger 
community, we hope to gain 
insights as to how we can 
relate positively and helpfully 
to  our  wider  secu lar 
communities. Our fast rushing 
mountain streams that feed the 
larger rivers remind us of 
Amos’s declaration to “let 
justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever 

flowing stream.” (5:24)   

     As we focus efforts on justice 
and peace in our communities and 
wider world, we need to hold fast 
to hope in God’s gift of Grace and 
Promise – as an anchor, lest we be 
discouraged.   

 

     Our Fall Gatherings will give 
us opportunity to consider digging 
new channels and widening our 
streams as we consider effective 
leadership, building God’s 
Beloved Community, and de-
cluttering and de-stressing our 
lives.  We shall gather ideas and 
be challenged to act on our hopes.  
Sometime the storms of life open 
new channels for our River of 
Hope.  Because we are “forgiven 
and freed by God in Jesus Christ,” 
we can ride down these new 
streams with confidence and hope.  
Joining with Presbyterian Women 
at our Fall Gatherings is a part of 
building the inclusive, caring 
community toward which our 
purpose calls us.  I hope to see 
many of you there. 

From the Moderator 

AUGUST 2012 

JOYUL NOISE 

• Please pass this 
issue of Joyful 

Noise to the 

p e r s o n 

responsible for 

d i s t r i b u t i n g 

information to 

the Presbyterian 

Women in your 

church. 

Moderator:   

Suzanne Barrett 

120 Grove Circle 

Brevard, NC  28712 

828-884-7504 

suebar@citcom.net  

Have a Good Year! 
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Baby Caps And Other Needs 

Dear Presbyterian Women, 

 
     In October 2011, a call went out for more Baby Caps for the Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi.  At that 
time, the Presbytery office was completely depleted of Baby Caps.  Presbyterian Women took up the 
challenge, and at the Presbyterian Women’s gathering on April 21, and in the weeks following, the 
Baby Caps poured in.  It was beautiful!  All colors, shapes, sizes, and designs mixed together, each one 
made with love and compassion, each one unique to its maker.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness and 
generosity! 

 
     The outpouring was so great that we now have in the Presbytery office enough caps to last for two 
years.  Over these two years they will steadily and faithfully find their way to Nkhoma Hospital as Mis-
sion Teams and individuals travel there. 

 
     I know that for some of you, there was joy in being able to specifically help Nkhoma Hospital in a 
tangible way.   And for others, there was joy in being able to use your knitting, crocheting, and sewing 
skills in a mission-minded way, and to do it in community.  Since at present we are not in need of more 
Baby Caps, here are some other options for those who want to keep knitting: 

 
•Some Hospitals can use Baby Caps.  Mission Hospital in Asheville is one example. 

•Some Hospices and Hospitals can use shawls or knitted lap rugs.  Gaston Memorial Hospital is one 
example 

.•Some Homeless Shelters and Domestic Violence centers can use Caps, especially the larger sizes that 
children, teenagers, and adults could use.  There is a special need for Men’s caps (homeless or veter-
ans).  Some shelters can also use scarves, sweaters, and knitted/crocheted blankets. 
•If you copy and paste in your web browser http://www.knittinghelp.com/forum/showthread.php?
t=59163 you will see a list of knitting charities. 

     If you contact an agency in your local community, you might find that they need caps, scarves, 
sweaters, shawls, lap rugs, etc. and you could continue your knitting fellowship and strengthen your 
congregations’ outreach to your community. 

 
Again,  thank you for  your generosi ty and your  love! 
 
Peace, 

Grace Boyer 

Associate Presbyter 



2012 THANK OFFERING 

“As God’s chosen ones…clothe yourselves 
with compassion, 

 kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.”  

         
Colossians 3:12 

     

     Thank Offering is one of the two special 
offerings that we as Presbyterian Women from 
all over the country use to reach out beyond our 
communities in service and mission to God’s 
children everywhere.  It is an opportunity to 
testify that our God embraces the whole world, 
and we therefore care and have compassion for 
people’s needs no matter where they are.  

     Consider a new way to share the 
opportunity of this offering within your 
congregation.  Many PWs have luncheons with 
a mission focus.  Have you considered telling 

about one or two of the recipients in a minute 
for mission during worship?  One PW has an 
all-church luncheon after morning worship, 
while others invite nearby PWs to share a 
mission speaker and luncheon. Displaying 
maps of the world and the US with each of the 
26 programs located is a good way to 
emphasize how far our offerings of compassion 
are going.  Choose three or four projects and 
assign them to different women to explain to 
the group.  

      The July/August Horizons lists the 26 
projects – 13 national and 13 international – 
that are being supported.  It also includes a 
Dedication service you can use for your Thank 
Offering program.  Resources are available 
through Presbyterian Distribution Service, 800-
524-2612.  PWR 12475 is a free Promotional 
Booklet with all the information you need. 
(There is no shipping fee on free material.) 

Dr. Geetha Singh, a Botany professor in Agra 
and member of the Church of North India, visited 
WNCP on her way to the Church Wide Gather-
ing. For twenty years she has been organizing 
women’s groups in the villages to improve the 
lives of women and children.  She spoke to the 
children at the Rise and Shine Freedom school 
summer enrichment program in Brevard. She 
told a story and had the children singing and vol-
unteering to participate. Then they asked her 
many questions about life in India.   

     She met with a group of Presbyterian Women 
for dinner.  She shared about her life and her pas-
sion for empowering women to serve their com-
munities.  First and last in her life is the power of 
prayer.  When she and a few other women from 
the city go to a village to meet with the women, 

they ask what their needs are and then pray about 
these.  From prayer and discussion comes possi-
ble ways forward that then can be pursued with 
continued prayer and action.  Story after story 
illustrated the power of prayer, persistence, pa-
tience, and commitment for the long term.  
Geetha ended by reading from Matthew 9:35-38 . 
“ Then [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
ask the Lord of harvest to send out laborers into 
his harvest.” 

     All of us who listened to her were encouraged 
and inspired to see that we too could do more - 
beginning with prayer and being open to where 
this will lead us.  We can be more energetic, in-
tentional harvesters, sharing God’s compassion 
where we are. 

INDIAN GLOBAL EXCHANGE PARTICIPANT 

VISITS OUT PRESBYTERY 

JOYUL NOISE 
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From the Churchwide Gathering 

      The best impression of the PW Gathering, for me, was in the worship services and the plenaries. 
The speakers were inspired to inspire us. It was great to see so many young women attending and 
assuming leadership roles. A strong commitment to PW, and a hopeful promise for the future of 
PW, was seeing several mothers attending with their infants  

     I was also pleased that our Global Partners were more visible and "highlighted" throughout the 
Gathering. 

    The large screens were certainly a tremendous help to being able to see and hear the speakers and 
I appreciated that. 

    It is also very special that a fellow North Carolinian, Pam Snyder, is the new Vice Moderator of 
the National Coordinating Team. 

   It was a privilege to be able to attend, to reconnect with friends from years past and to appreciate, 
once again, the meaning of being part of a connectional church. 

 
         Doris A. Reeves 

                             Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian Church 

Attendees from the Presbytery: Front row: 
Karol Pittman, Tina Joyner, Ginny Ger-
noske, Marty Espey, Sharon Meares, Chris 
Gantt.  Back Row: Patricia Clark, Barbara 
McLean, Connie Schimpf, Jane Lee Von-
dette.  Not pictured: Doris Reeves 



Greetings All,  

     First of all, I would like to thank the Presbyterian Women of the WNC Presbytery for the registration scholarship 
that allowed me to attend the 2012 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women, July 18 – 22, 2012.  It was an 
awesome event, from beginning to end.   The Gaylord Palms Resort was magnificent, as were the accommodations 
for the forums, workshops and meals.   

     The daily schedule was a busy one, starting with Morning Devotions at 8:00a finishing up with the Evening Ple-
nary at 9:00p.   There were many events to fill in any free time you had.  The Plenary speakers and workshop present-
ers were all excellent.  I’ve included some information from the workshops I attended. 

 

Christian Discernment – The Art of Choosing Well in Confusing Times, Jennifer Maklin 

     Jennifer discussed ‘How do we discern the will of God?’ when making decisions in our lives.  Few of us have 
been given guidance as to how to ensure that our choices are truly aligned with the divine will, not just our own. She 
presented the guidelines from the spiritual direction of St. Ignatius.  (Notes not too good; had to stand for 1.5 hour.) 
 

Choosing New Life for the Church, Leslie Latham 

This was quite an interesting workshop.  Her first directive was to read the Book of Acts.   

“The church doesn’t need more members; it needs more disciples!” 

“We must be willing and able to talk about our faith!” 

 

     She recommended the book, I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church by Paul Nixon, which challenges every pastor to 
be proactive and transformative in their ministry.  He focuses on six vital choices for church leadership: 

· Choosing life over death 

· Choosing community over isolation 

· Choosing fun over drudgery 

· Choosing bold over mild 

· Choosing frontier over fortress 

· Choosing now rather than later 
 

New Connections for a New Day, Jihyun Oh 

     This workshop focused on social media and how it can be used to connect and reach out to members in new ways.  
She touched on email, Facebook, Google, twitter, foursquare, etc.  There are many different ways to use social media 
to connect.   But in doing so, we mustn’t forget those members who prefer a simple phone call or mailing. 

     Again, the Gathering was a great time.  It was fun and fellowship with ladies from our Presbytery, as well as meet-
ing those from all over the country.  Thanks again for this opportunity! 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Karol Pittman 



From Margarette Kennerly 

     Summer has always been one of my favorite 
times for a lazy read and I have done my share of 
that this summer. 

     Along the way I chose 3 books recommended 
to me by  thoughtful people I respect. They all 
proved challenging and made me slow down and 
think. 

     One was Palestinian Memories by Alex 
Awad. This dealt with the plight of the 
Palestinians from the point of view of one who 
has lived through this injustice for generations. It 
affirmed what I  saw as a volunteer in an Arab 
town in the early 90’s. How can we stand by and  
let this continue? 

     Another was Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof 
and Sheryl WuDunn. How eye opening to read of 
the lives  of women in other parts of the world - 

women who suffer many injustices. The book 
offers some positive suggestions on how to make 
a difference. It made me understand  the passion 
of Presbyterian Women to see VAWA (Violence 
Against Women Act) passed. 

     And 12 Steps to a Compassionate Life by 
Karen Armstrong continues to challenge me to 
live out my faith in more compassionate ways. A 
quote from the book speaks of compassion in this 
way: “As we develop our compassionate mind, 
we should feel an increasing sense of 
responsibility for the suffering of others and form 
a resolve to do everything we can to free them 
from their pain.” 

     Summer reading? Relaxing? Enjoyable? Not 
really - but perhaps my compassionate mind is 
growing. I hope so and I look forward to growing 
in this way with you as your Justice and Peace 
Facilitator. 

Some Summer Reading 
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Presbyterian Women can be proud of the recipients of the PW Scholarship program.   

     Caroline Patton,(Black Mountain) a returning scholar, is entering her second year at Queens University 
with a career path in nursing.  In her thank you letter she writes that she has found a loving church home at 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church where she works with the youth. 

     Charles West (Cherryville) is returning to NC State with a major in Pharmacy.  His grades are excellent 
and he is looking forward to independent living. 

     Cara Conway (Morganton) is looking forward to her first year at App. State with a major in flute 
performance.  Taylor Morris (Black Mountain) is heading for Harvard University with a major in 
International Relations. 

     The scholarships are given for two years at $1500. per year payable at $750.00 per semester.  Students 
are required to send me transcripts to validate eligibility.  Thanks to e-mails I also receive their personal 
news and especially their notes of appreciation.  

     Scholarship information and applications are in the PW Handbook.  They are due on or before Feb. 15, 
2013.   For more information contact Ellie at elliem@comporium.net.   

Scholarship Chair, Ellie Mercer 

Update on Scholarship Program 



FALL GATHERING 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CA ROLINA 

SATURDAY, October 6, 2012 
Clusters VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, GASTONIA 
(Directions to church on reverse side) 

  

Registration: 8:45 - 9:30    Gathering In: 9:45 - 10:00  Plenary: 10:00 - 10:20 

Workshops: 10:35 - 11:20 and 11:30 - 12:15    Lunch: 12:30 
 

Theme: “The River of Hope is Always Waiting for You!” 
 

Offering Objective: Crisis Assistance Ministry (Make check payable to PW PWNC) 

 

Lunch: $7.00 Reservation/Payment Deadline: Saturday, September 22nd 

(Make check payable to PW PWNC) 

 

Please mail completed From along with payment of $7.00 for lunch to: 

Ginny Gernoske - 19 Iroquois Drive - Hendersonville, NC 28791 - 828/697-5308 - mtngin@bellsouth.net 

Detach below line and mail to above address 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ****************** 

First Presbyterian Church, Gastiona 

Choose two (2) workshops: 

 

_____  “Dispatches to God’s Household” - Rev. Joan Martin, Chaplain - Covenant Village, Gastonia 

_____  De-Stress; De-Clutter - Paula Bass, CLP - Chesapeake, VA - Has led many PW workshops 

 throughout the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 

_____  Sisters Stand and Walk Together (Racial Dialogue) - Tina Joyner - PPW-CT Secretary, 

 Synod Summer Gathering Planning Team and PW Moderator, Calvary PC-Asheville 

_____  Leadership Training - Barbara McLean, PPW Moderator-Elect, Grace Covenant PC-Asheville 

 

NAME: ________________________________    CHURCH: _____________________________ 

 

CLUSTER:  ________________________________   EMAIL:  ___________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:   ____________________________  PHONE:  _______________________________ 

 

Lunch:  _____ YES  _____ NO  ___ Vegetarian       _____ Need Child Care: 



  

Directions to First Presbyterian Church in Gastonia, NC: 

  

From I-26: 

Take I-26 East.  Take EXIT 18B and merge onto I-85 North toward 

Charlotte.  Take EXIT 20, New Hope Road.  Turn RIGHT onto New Hope Road. 

Turn RIGHT onto E. Garrison Boulevard.  Go through the first traffic 

light and First Presbyterian is immediately on the LEFT. 

  

From I-40: 

Take I-40 East.  Take EXIT 123A toward US-321 South.  Take US-321 South. 

Merge onto I-85 North toward Charlotte.  Take EXIT 20, New Hope Road. 

Turn RIGHT onto New Hope Road.  Turn RIGHT onto E. Garrison Boulevard. 

Go through the first traffic light and First Presbyterian is immediately 

on the LEFT.  



FALL GATHERING 
 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH C AROLINA 

 SATURDAY, September 22, 2012 
 Clusters I, III. IV. V 

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WAYNESVILLE 
     (Directions to church on reverse side) 

 

Registration: 8:45 - 9:30   Gathering In: 9:45 - 10:00  Plenary: 10:00 - 10:20 

Workshops: 10:35 - 11:20 and 11:30 - 12:15    Lunch: 12:30 
 

Theme: “The River of Hope is Always Waiting for You!” 
 

Offering Objective: Black Mountain Home for Childre n & Grandfather Home for Children 
(Make check payable to PW PWNC) 

 

Lunch: $7.00 Reservation/Payment Deadline: Saturday, September 8th  

(Make check payable to PW PWNC) 

 

Please mail completed From along with payment of $7.00 for lunch to: 

 

Ginny Gernoske - 19 Iroquois Drive - Hendersonville, NC 28791 - 828/697-5308 - mtngin@bellsouth.net 

Detach below line and mail to above address 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ************** 

First Presbyterian Church, Waynesville 
 

Choose two (2) workshops: 

_____  “Dispatches to God’s Household” - Rev. Margie Boyd, Cullowhee PC and Cullowhee College 

_____   De-Stress; De-Clutter - Paula Bass, CLP - Chesapeake, VA - Has led many PW  workshops throughout 
 the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 

_____   Sisters Stand and Walk Together (Racial Dialogue) - Tina Joyner - PPW-CT Secretary, 

_____   Synod Summer Gathering Planning Team and PW Moderator, Calvary PC, Asheville 

_____   Leadership Training - Barbara McLean, PPW Moderator-Elect from Grace Covenant-Asheville 

 

NAME:  ______________________________ CHURCH:  _________________________________ 

 

CLUSTER:  ______________________________  EMAIL:  _______________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:  _______________________________________ PHONE:  ______________________ 

 

Lunch:  _____ YES  _____ NO   _____ Vegetarian     Need Child Care:  ____________________ 



Directions to First Presbyterian Church , Waynesville, 305 N. Main St, Waynesville, NC 28786        (828) 456-3243 

From I-40 from east or west:   Use Exit 27: US-74, US-19, US-23 

“to Clyde, Waynesville, Maggie Valley, Franklin, Murphy, Atlanta” 

Exit onto Great Smoky Mountain Expressway 

About 5 miles to Exit 102, US-276 towards Waynesville/Brevard (Russ Avenue) 

Go 1.1 miles (about 3 minutes) 

Turn right onto Main Street 

Church is on that corner, on your right 

If lot is full, use parking across the street at Badcock Furniture. 

From Bryson City, Sylva, Murphy:    US-74 East, Great Smoky Mountain Expressway 

About 5 miles to Exit 102, US-276 towards Waynesville/Brevard (Russ Avenue) 

Turn right and go 1.1 miles (about 3 minutes) 

Turn right onto Main Street 

Church is on that corner, on your right 

If lot is full, use parking across the street at Badcock Furniture. 

From Hendersonville and points east on I-26:   Take I-26 west towards Asheville 

Just before Asheville, follow signs to I-40 West (a left exit) 

Travel 17.5 miles west (about 17 minutes) to Exit 27: US-74, US-19, US-23 

“to Clyde, Waynesville, Maggie Valley, Franklin, Murphy, Atlanta” (follow I-40 directions above) 



 

Shared Verse and Prayer for Presbyterian Women of Suchitepequez,  

Sur Occidente, and Western North Carolina Presbyteries 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  I John 4:7 

 

Prayer: 

As we gather, we remember our sisters in Guatemala.  God of Love, abide in us we pray.  We 
give you thanks Lord for the lives of our sisters and for the faith that unites us.  May our lives be 
marked by the love we have for you and for one another.  May the quality of our love be what we 
see demonstrated in the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.     
     Amen 

 

Hymn:         The Lord Now Sends Us Forth    

 The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give, 

  To make of all the earth a better place to live. 

 The angels are not sent into our world of pain 

  To do what we were meant to do in Jesus’ name; 

 That falls to you and me and all who are made free. 

  Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will today. 

       Sing the Faith p. 2184 
 

PW Guatemalan Partnership 

 

One of the ideas that grew out of our discussions with the women visiting us from Guatemala in 
April was to share a verse, prayer and hymn.  Here is the set we encourage you to use in you local 
Circles and Gatherings for 2012-2013.  PW in Guatemala have a Spanish translation of these.  
May using these, tie us together in faith, hope, and love. 
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Dates and Deadlines 

September 22, 2012 Fall Gathering, West  Waynesville Presbyterian Church 

  

October 6, 2012 Fall Gathering, East   First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia 

 

April 20, 2013 Annual Spring Gathering  Brevard-Davidson River PC  

 

June 13-16, 2013 PW Synod Summer Gathering Harrisonburg, VA 

 Massanetta Springs Conference Center 

    ,    

June 18-26, 2013 PW USA Mission Experience Eastern Tennessee, WNC  

 Unto these Hills  
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